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ABSTRACT 
The purpose of this is study is to analyze HOTS of the third semester English Students 
at Timor University on writing thesis statements of paragraphs. The population of the 
research is 63 and the sample was taken by cluster technique sampling. The sample is 
35 students of the third semester English students at Timor University. The research 
instrument used were the test which consists of three types: Analyzing, Evaluating, 
and Creating. The data were analyzed by calculating the students’ score and performed 
the item analysis to identify the HOTS levels of the students’ score. Based on the 
analysis, the most dominant score is 51-75, and there are 26 students in that level with 
74%. The data also showed that there were only a few students, 2 students with the 
percentage 6% who could achieve the scores of 100-76 and 7 students with the 
percentage 20% who could achieve the scores of 26-50. The findings of this study 
indicate that the student’s ability of third semester in Timor University is at good level.   
 




There are four language skills in language learning, they are: reading, speaking, writing, and listening. 
One of the most important skills in language learning is writing. Writing skill has been considered to be 
one of the most difficult skills to achieve for many language learners of English as an International 
language in our country. By writing, the students can communicate and explore their feeling and thinking 
one each other. Carrol, et.al (2001: 3) defines writing as the powerful communication tools to express or 
share ideas on thought in the rest of our life. These imply that writing as a tool and skill of writers to 
communicate information or ideas to reader in written form. Even though, writing is important, but it is 
not easy as people think. As Nunan (1999) states that writing is the most difficult skill among the four 
language skills. Moreover, Boardman (2002:4) states that writing is a continuous process of thinking, 
organizing, rethinking, and reorganizing. The mastery of vocabulary, spelling, grammar, punctuation, 
appropriate content, word selection appropriate to the audience, topic and occasion, are required in 
writing. However, the ability of thinking and the ability to organize are crucial in order to make you 
express your idea in well-organized sentences, which have a good coherence. That’s why many people 
consider that writing is very difficult.  
According to Harmer (2004:31) says that writing is a process of sharing ideas, information, and 
message. It means that in writing, the students express opinion, ideas, or experience into the written form 
to broaden the writing skill of all students. In writing, all the teachers require the format to start writing. 
Brown (2001) says that writing is cognitive process by giving ideas on paper and then elaborate ideas into 
words and give logical structure. The students often need more time to think when writing compare with 
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speaking activities because they can express what they have in their minds and even the students consult 
dictionary or related books along with them.  
Wilson (2007:7), thinking skill is consisted of two different words which have different meaning, 
they are: thinking and skill. The meaning of thinking is the process of cognitive which namely perceiving 
and remembering, and the skill is an action of selecting and collecting the information by analyzing the 
problems and making reflecting.Relating to thinking skills, HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills) is one 
of the most important skills which required by the students to improve their skills on learning English 
especially on writing. As Gunawan (2003:171) says that HOTS is must be oriented as cognitive process 
which applied to manipulate the existing ideas and information to broaden students’ implications of 
language learning. For example, to achieve the conclusion, the students need to combine the ideas and the 
facts by using the process doing analysis, hypothesis, synthesis and generalizing the ideas.  
Recently in 21st century of education, critical thinking skill and also called as Higher Order Thinking 
Skills (HOTS) is pushed to be successful and progressive in the society of modern educational system. 
Yoke et al., (2015) state that the purpose of HOTS is to initiate the activity at school and also education 
system which persuade the students to think, analyze, apply and evaluate in creative ways. Higher Order 
Thinking Skills (HOTS) has been applied in Asian and European countries since several years ago. The 
purpose of education is to build the students’ skills based on the development of the education and HOTS 
help the students to improve their cognitive quality and the students can also develop their knowledge to 
solve the problems. According to Brookhart (2010: 14), Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) are 
categorized into five categories, they are Analyzing, Evaluating and Creating. All of these are the top 
level in the realm of cognitive/ knowledge in the Bloom Revision’s version (2001), Logical reasoning , 
Consideration and critical thinking, Problem Solving and Creative Thinking.  
The importance of HOTS to increase the students’ ability in writing must be oriented to enhance their 
critical thinking on learning language. Timor University especially English Program has developed new 
curriculum based on border area. One of the courses provided in Timor University is composition and 
essay writing. The students learn how to write thesis statements of paragraph while they are learning 
composition and essay writing. The students get difficulties to state the main idea of an essay or choose 
the topic of the paragraph. Thesis statements of paragraph consisted of logical divisions of ideas. It is 
necessary that an essay must have unity and coherence.  
 
2. METHOD 
 The research design is a unified, detailed and specific plan on how to acquire, analyze, and 
interpret data. According to Nazir (2003), research design is: “All the processes required in the planning 
and execution of the study, from the preparation phase to the preparation stage of the report.”  Research 
design is used to analyze and identify the subject of this study. In order to make the research going in the 
right way, a research design is needed. This study will apply descriptive design by collecting data to test 
hypothesis or to answer questions concerning the currents status of the subject of the study. It is 
conducted to find out the students’ ability on writing thesis statements of paragraphs. The population is 
the whole subject of the study. If one wishes to examine all elements present in the study area, the 
research is a population study or population study or census study. Understanding of the sample is a part 
of the subject in the population studied, which is certainly capable of representative can represent the 
population. Sugiyono (2011) defines the population as a generalization region consisting of objects or 
subjects that become quantities and certain characteristics set by the researchers to learn and then drawn 
conclusions. In this study, the population used is a limited population or finite population, where there are 
clear data sources whose limits are quantitative because they have limited characteristics. The population 
of the study is the third semester students of Timor University majoring English since they learn 
composition and essay writing. The total population is 63 students. They are divided into two classes: III 
A, III B.  
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According Sugiyono, sample is part or number and characteristic possessed by the population. 
When large populations, and researchers are not possible to learn everything in the population, for 
example because of the funding, energy and time, the researchers will take samples from that population. 
What is learned from the sample, the conclusion will be applied to the population. For that sample taken 
from population must be really representative (Sugiyono, 2011).In this research, the sample is from 3rd 
semester Class A students of English Department of Timor University, who has been chosen by cluster 
technique sampling.A description test is made by entering Bloom's taxonomic revision (Anderson and 
Krathwohl Revision) which consists of analysis, evaluation, and creation. Therefore, four description 
questions were made covering the three cognitive levels. The research procedure is carried out by giving a 
description test that contains HOTS so that the researcher can obtain detailed information. The questions 
given include analysis, evaluation, and creation. To measure the students’ ability in composition and 
essay writing, the researcher applies writing test.In collecting the required data for the analysis in this 
study, the researcher will use a test to measure the knowledge of the respondents in composition and 
writing essay.  The test covers three HOTS cognitive levels: Analyzing, Evaluating and Creating.  
Students will be drilled with various writing activities and familiarized with HOTS questions 
until they manage to develop their cognitive ability and improve their writing performance through their 
HOTS questions. Students’ writing in the test is analyzed based on the HOTS categories and the level of 
the HOTS elements based on Bloom’s Taxonomy. Students’ performances in test is used to determine the 
effects of the approach in developing their writing performance. After collecting data, researcher will 
calculate the students score and performed the analysis to identify the HOTS cognitive levels of the 
students.  Category Level from HOTS  (Kusuma et al., 2017). Student scores HOTS level:  
100 -76 : Excellent 
75 – 51 : Good 
50 – 26  : Enough 
25 - 1  : Poor 
3. Findings and Discussion  
After analyzing the writing test of the third semester students’ of Timor University, it is a prior 
intensive program to improve the students ability in writing thesis statements of the paragraphs because 
even though the result is good but if examined based on the result of the cognitive dimension for creative 
aspects, all students showed weaknesses. Students are still not able to answer the questions that are HOTS 
oriented so that they still need a lot of practice. The result can be seen from the table below: 
Tabel 2. Students score on writing Thesis Statements of Paragraph 
No. Students' Initial Names Analyzing Evaluating  Creating Total Score  
1 YB 32 30 16 78 
2 YBN 30 34 12 76 
3 SS 22 20 12 54 
4 HK 26 26 10 62 
5 SMO 24 22 8 54 
6 MK 20 18 10 48 
7 FO 18 16 8 42 
8 ET 26 22 10 58 
9 JEU 20 22 8 50 
10 WN 28 24 10 62 
11 EK 28 26 10 64 
12 ML 26 22 12 60 
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13 EYL 20 24 8 52 
14 IT 24 22 10 56 
15 RN 28 20 8 56 
16 GLL 20 18 4 42 
17 MMN 24 22 12 58 
18 MDN 22 26 10 58 
19 DMB 20 22 8 50 
20 EEA 24 20 12 56 
21 YHA 20 22 10 52 
22 EMN 28 18 8 54 
23 SCM 20 22 8 50 
24 SB 28 22 12 62 
25 SBL 24 24 10 58 
26 ASK 22 22 12 56 
27 ABL 20 22 10 52 
28 MSO 24 16 10 50 
29 MFS 20 22 12 54 
30 SAN 28 20 12 60 
31 AA 24 22 10 56 
32 JET' 20 22 12 54 
33 MGN 28 24 10 62 
34 MJT 20 22 12 54 
35 MHM 20 16 10 46 
  Total 828 772 356 56 
  Average 24 22 10 
 
Based on the result above, the writer make a classification relates to students’ ability in writing 
thesis statement of paragraph. The classification of the students’ scores will be presented in table 3 below:  
Table 3. The Classification of the Students’ Scores 
No
. 
Score Frequency Percentage (%) Ability 
1 100-76 2 6% Excellent 
2 51-75 26 74% Good 
3 26-50 7 20% Enough 
4 1-25 0 0% Poor 
The percentage of the students’ score classification above can be presented in a graph, as follow: 
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Figure 2. The Classification of Students’ Ability in Writing Thesis Statements of Paragraphs 
Based on the two tables and a graph above, we can see that the most dominant score is 51-75, and 
there are 26 students in that level with 74%. The data also showed that there were only a few students, 2 
students with the percentage 6% who could achieve the scores of 100-76 and 7 students with the 
percentage 20% who could achieve the scores of 26-50. Overall, the findings of this study indicate that 
the student’s ability of third semester in Timor University is at good level.   
 After analyzing the individual scores of the students in writing thesis statements of paragraph, it 
can be analyzed that the student’s ability in writing thesis statements of paragraphs can be classified based 
on the skills as mentioned in the instrument. It can be presented in the graph below. 
 
Figure 3. The Skills Classification of the Students’ Ability in Writing Thesis Statements of Paragraphs 
Based on the presentation above, we can see that the third semester students’ ability of Timor 
University in writing thesis statements of paragraph is at good level with the most dominant score is 51-
75, consists of 26 students in that level with 74 %. This case can be proved that their writing looks good 
but it is still low based on cognitive skills. In fact, the students must have good writing ability in order to 
write a good essay for their thesis writing. The ability to write thesis statements of paragraphs is required 
for the students to write a good essay for their thesis.  Besides that, the third semester students’ of Timor 
University is considered as the most difficult for them with the average of 10 is the creating skill, while 
analyzing skill is considered as the easiest one for the third semester students of Timor University with 
the average of 24. Overall, the findings of this study indicate that the student’s ability of third semester in 
Timor University is still at good level.   
 Familiarizing students with HOTS activity is important to help them get ready for solving new 
issues, acclimatizing themselves in a new atmosphere, and making decisions about a particular problem. 
Creative thinking skills and critical thinking skills are included in higher-order thinking skill (HOTS). 
Application of HOTS in pedagogy and assessment for example, through inquiry-based learning and high-
level questioning in pedagogy and assessment, could promote HOTS among students and directly 
improve student achievement. 
 Higher-order thinking questions may encourage students to think deeply about the subject matter. 
HOTS activities enable skilled students to seek knowledge in inductive and deductive reasoning to think 
of answering or identifying and exploring scientific examinations of existing facts. The use of higher-
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sophisticated ideas will improve students’ learning which is considered as the process of acquiring 
knowledge or skills or attitudes towards subjects which consequently involves changes in behavior. The 
use of Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) encourages students to think deeply, to seek knowledge, and 
to improve their learning. Therefore, it is very important to get more information about students’ ability in 
conducting to write thesis statements of paragraph test. Besides that, it is expected to be able to carry out 
an intensive training program that combines teaching strategies which is attractive and interactive, and 
design modules that are effective with the results of the current analytical work. By that way, it is 
expected, they can improve their writing ability score significantly. 
 
4. CONCLUSION  
 After finding the result of the study, it comes to the conclusions that can be seen below: 
1. The ability of the third semester students of Timor University in writing thesis statement of paragraph 
is at good  level with the most dominant score is 75-51 consists of 26 students in that level with 74%. 
Then, there is only few students, 2 students with the percentage 6% who could achieve the scores of 
100-76.  
2. The third semester students’ of Timor University is considered as the most difficult for them with the 
average of 10 is the creating, while analyzing section is considered as the easiest one for the third 
semester students of Timor University, with the average of 24.  
 Looking at the result of this study about writing thesis statements, the writer would like to give some 
suggestions as follows: In teaching writing thesis statements, lecturers should work hard in giving 
more explanation, lecturers are expected to understand the steps and the benefits of empowering 
Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) in teaching writing, giving more exercises to the students. 
Besides, the students are also expected to improve their writing skill and achievement by using Higher 
Order Thinking Skills (HOTS). Also, the results of the research are also expected to provide additional 
reference for those who want to conduct similar research. 
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